
miami valley Pet Therapy association (mvPTa) 
 
About Pet Therapy 

Many trained domesticated animals may be used for pet therapy: dogs, cats, and hand pets, such as rabbits, 
hamsters, or rats. Exotic animals and animals listed in Ohio’s dangerous animal laws are not eligible to be 
certified for pet therapy by mvPTa. All therapy animals must be highly predictable, calm, and proficient in 
obedience skills.   

About the Miami valley Pet Therapy Association 
The mvPTa is an all volunteer community-based organization whose purpose is to promote the use of highly trained 
domesticated pets to help people improve their health and quality of life. 
 
mvPTa offers two 10-week training courses each year.  The purpose of the class is to teach handlers the basic skills 
required for facilitating visits with their pet.  Topics include:  Handling yourself and your pet in a variety of 
situations; recognizing animal’s behavioral signs of stress; learning methods to de-stress an animal; discussion of 
various diagnoses and how that impacts your visit; etiquette during visits; HIPPA and other hospital policies; and how 
to prepare for a visit. Teams, both student and animal are evaluated for suitability for pet therapy throughout the 
10-week class. 
 
As part of the course, the handler/pet team engages in a practice test, a practice visit to a facility, completion of a 
written exam and a final practical evaluation of the handler/pet team to assess the appropriateness of the team for 
the healthcare setting.  Class attendance is required in order to successfully complete the course.  Points are 
awarded based upon class participation, attendance, and class evaluations and a minimum amount of points are 
required to take the practical test.   
 
Course Pre-Requisites 
In order for a handler/pet team to complete the course successfully, there are several factors for you to consider 
before committing to this class:    

Pet Aptitude:  Confident, calm, and cooperative, gets along with various animals and people, adjusts to 
changes and uncertainties in the environment.  Animals that don’t get along well with other animals or have a 
strong prey drive are not suitable for pet therapy classes. 
Pet Manners/Obedience:  Dogs must have basic obedience skills prior to starting class.  This includes:  
sit, down, stay, heel, come. Dogs that have not mastered these skills should postpone taking the class 
until proficient. Animals also should be able to greet people/animals calmly; take treats gently; walk with a 
loose leash; walk calmly through a crowd.  
 Hand pets should be well socialized and able to stay where you put them. 
Pet Age:  Pets must be 12 months of age or older prior to start of class. 
Handler Age:  Handlers must be at least 12 years of age and accompanied by a parent or guardian at all 
times until they are 16 years of age.  Handlers need a parent’s approval from the age of 16 – 18 years of age. 
Handler aptitude:  Enjoys meeting strangers, able to initiate conversation, good listening  
skills, ability to empathize without getting emotionally involved, polite, able to  
concentrate on pet’s behavior and client’s behavior simultaneously and to act on it.  Maintain confidentiality 
as dictated by federal law. 
 

Demand for our classes has been very high.  Every class session we have had to turn interested teams 
away.  We have also enrolled teams into our classes who did not have the basic skills  required to 
successfully complete the class.  Classes are not intended to provide instruction in obedience.  Please 
note carefully the pet aptitude and obedience skills listed above.   
 
Because of the increased demand for pet therapy classes, we require all teams who are enrolled into 
class to attend an orientation/pre-screening session prior to the first class. A schedule and locations will 
be mailed to you with your registration confirmation. 
 
Some classes fill up more quickly than others, so mailing your registration as early as possible is suggested. 



mvPTa Class Registration Form 
 

To attend our next session, complete this form and return it with the $100 fee to:  mvPTa, P. O. Box 675, 
Troy, OH 45373.  If two people attend with one pet, it is an additional $50.00.  Contact our office (937) 286-
0028 if you have any questions. 

 
An early registration discount will be given to those who register by January 22, 2010. Registrations 
postmarked by January 22, 2010 will have a fee of $90. 
 
Remember: certain classes fill up more quickly. Don’t delay in sending in your registration! 

 
Make check or money order payable to “Miami Valley Pet Therapy Association” 

 
PLEASE return no later than February 15, 2010 
QUESTIONS? Call our office at (937) 286-0028 

 
* Note:  if you have taken this class before, there is no charge for the same handler, same pet. 
Handler Information 
 
Handler’s Name_______________________________  Home Phone:_____________ 
 
Handler’s Address_____________________________  Work Phone:_____________ 
 
      _____________________________  E-Mail:_________________ 
 
Occupation:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Which course are you signing up for? Location____________  Day___________ Time_________ 
   (See Listing below for choices of locations.   Must have at least 6 people per location to hold the     
     class.) 

 
Pet Information 
 
Pet’s Name:    ______________________________  Date of Birth____________ 
 
Pet Species: ________________________  Breed: _____________________________ 
 
Training Experience:___________________________________________________________ 

 
How did you hear about us:  □ Friend □ Dog Club □ Veterinarian □ Other ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For office use only:  Date Received________________________ Order_____________________ 



 
 
 Send in upper half with fee.  Circle your option below and save for your records. 

Course Locations   Day  Time               Start/End date 
Denver Place Elementary School  Mondays  6:30-8:30 p.m.      March 8 – May 10, 2010 
291 Lorish Ave  Room 128          Prescreening – March 1, 2010 
Wilmington, OH 
 
Gem City Dog Obedience Club  Tuesday         10:00 am-12 noon     March 9 – May 11, 2010 
1654 Springfield St.                      Prescreening – March 2, 2010 
Dayton, OH 
 
SICSA     Wednesdays  7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   March 10 - May 12, 2010 
2600 Wilmington Pike          Prescreening – March 3, 2010  
Kettering, OH 
 
Tipp City Veterinary Hospital  Thursdays      6:30 – 8:30 p.m.        March 11 – May 13, 2010 
& Wellness Center           Prescreening – March 4, 2010 
4900 County Rd 25A 
Tipp City, OH 
 
Good Samaritan Hospital  Thursdays  7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   March 11 - May 13, 2010 
2222 Philadelphia Drive          Prescreening – March 4, 2010 
Dayton, OH 

         TESTING TBA        May 15 
            

 
 
 
 


