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YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY! 

We are busy preparing for the start of the 
2017-2018 school year. This newsletter is 
to inform you of some important bus 
information that will help prepare you and 
your child for a safe ride on the school bus.  

Bus Route Information 
Bus route information with pick-up and drop- 

off times will be available beginning the week 

of August 7th
 on the school district website:

wilmingtoncityschools.com/transportation

Parents of pre-school and kindergarten 
students will be contacted by a member of 
the Transportation Department with busing 
information.   

Have You Moved? 
Please make sure your child’s home address 
and telephone numbers are current and on 
file with the school. Changes can be made by 
contacting Janene Dunn at Wilmington 
Middle School at 937-382-7556 ext. 7440.  

Transportation services will not be scheduled 
for the child until they are enrolled and the 
information is received from the school to the 
Transportation Department.  

Will Alternate Transportation 
Be Required? 
If your child will be going to a babysitter or 
alternate address before or after school, 
please fill out the Transportation Change 
Request Form on the school district website.  

This form is used to inform us of any 
alternate transportation such as a babysitter, 
car rider, walker or non-residential parenting 
situations.   

There is a strict limit of two alternate 
locations per student.  

Once the form is completed it can be faxed, 
mailed or emailed to the Transportation 
Department.  

The form will be processed within 48 hours of 
receipt and if approved, new busing 
information will be relayed to the parent. 

Ohio law does not require transportation to 
or from daycare centers or daycare providers. 
However, we do provide transportation to 
Wilmington Child Care & Learning Center 
and Champions in the Making located in 
Wilmington. 

Back to School Bus Information 

https://www.wilmingtoncityschools.com/departments/transportation-12/bus-route-information-38/


 WILMINGTON CITY SCHOOLS TRANSPORTATION | 2 

Bus Safety Tips  
At the bus stop 
Stay back from the road – at least 20 giant 
steps 

Wait quietly in line when getting on and off 
the bus 

Stay back until the bus stops – the driver 
will give a hand signal when it is safe to 
approach the bus 

Get on and off the bus one at a time, no 
pushing or shoving 

If your child will be crossing the street to 
get on or off the bus, the driver will teach the 
child to watch for a hand signal before 
crossing 

Before crossing the street, look both ways 
for traffic and other potential hazards 

On the bus
Sit properly in the seat

Talk quietly 

Stay in the seat – never stand or move seat 
to seat when the bus is moving 

Do not throw objects around inside the bus

Obey the bus driver

When leaving the bus 
Stay out of the DANGER ZONE – the area
10 feet all around the bus that is the most 
dangerous 

Wait for the bus drivers hand signal if 
crossing the street 

Look in all directions before crossing and 
STOP at the left edge of the bus to check 
for traffic  

Use eyes and ears – look and listen for 
dangers – Remove ear buds 

Walk – Never run

Wait at the Designated Place of Safety 
until the bus leaves the stop

Every child who rides an Ohio school bus is 
required to have a Designated Place of 
Safety. The purpose of the Place of Safety is 
so the bus driver can account for all children 
outside of the bus. The Place of Safety is 
assigned by the bus driver.  

Ohio Pupil Transportation Operation and 
Safety Rule 3301-83-13 states:  

The driver must count the students as they exit 
the bus and see them to their designated place 
of safety on the residence side of the road  
where they must remain until the bus leaves 
the stop. Only after counting the students may 
the driver begin to leave the bus stop. After the 
bus leaves the stop location, the students may 
continue to their residence.  

Bus drivers will be enforcing the Place of 
Safety rule. We ask that parents cooperate 
with the drivers and teach your child the 
importance of waiting in their Place of 
Safety.  

The Place of Safety cannot be inside the 
house or the car. The child must be visible to 
the driver.  

Driver Designated Place of Safety 

Students waiting in their Place of Safety 
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FAQ’s 
For many of you, this will be your first 
experience with school bus transportation. 
Below are some of our most frequently asked 
questions:  

Will the pick-up and drop-off 
times be consistent? 
During the first week of school, our pick up 
and drop off times might vary by as much as 
30 minutes until we fine tune the bus routes 
and learn which students are riding. Please 
be patient with us during this time. After the 
adjustment period, times should be 
consistent. Pre-school routes have a 
tendency to change depending on which 
students ride. Parents receiving pre-school 
and kindergarten students should be out at 
the bus stop 10 minutes before the 
scheduled drop off time during the first week 
of school and 5 minutes thereafter. 

Will the school bus pick up my 
child in front of the house? 
Bus routes are designed for efficiency. Your 
child may be required to walk to a bus stop 
that is within ½ mile of your residence 
according to Ohio law.  

In most cases, collective bus stops are placed 
throughout neighborhoods. Students who 
live outside the city limits in rural areas and 
some special needs students typically will 
have a bus stop at their residence.  

Pre-school and kindergarten students may 
have a stop at their residence if a collective 
stop is not assigned near the residence.  

Bus drivers do not have the authority to 
change a bus stop.  

Buses will not be driven down cul-de-sacs, 
into apartment complexes or any other 
streets where vehicle safety will be an issue. 

If my child misses the bus, 
how is he/she supposed to get 
to school? 
The parent is responsible for having the 
student ready and at their designated 
place of safety 5 minutes before the 
scheduled pick up time. If the bus is on 
time and the student is not at the bus stop, 
the bus will not return to pick up a student 
later.  

DO NOT attempt to chase the bus. It is 
extremely dangerous for a child to run after a 
moving school bus. The child may trip and 
fall under the bus, causing severe injuries or 
even death.  

Parents should never follow the bus and 
allow their child to get out of the car in an 
attempt to board the bus at a different stop. 
Children are required by law to get on and off 
at their assigned bus stop. This can also 
cause injury to the child if the bus driver is 
not expecting them and moves the bus.  

Will my child be picked up and 
dropped off on the residence 
side of the roadway? 
Frequently, we are able to route our buses so 
that the students are dropped off on their 
residence side of the roadway, however, 
there are occasions when the students must 
cross the street.  

When students have to cross, it is very 
important that they always listen to the 
driver and follow the crossing procedures the 
driver has taught them. Your child will be 
instructed on the proper signals they will 
receive from the driver to know when it is 
safe to proceed.  

The driver will also provide instructions as to 
their place of safety and the importance of 
staying in their place of safety until the bus 
clears the stop. We ask that parents 
cooperate with the driver to assure the 
children follow these procedures. 

Does someone need to be 
present at the bus stop? 
A parent, guardian, child care provider or 
older sibling must be at the bus stop before 
pre-school or kindergarten students will be 
allowed to exit the bus. If no one is present at 
the bus stop to meet your child, they will be 
returned to school. The school administrator 
will notify the parent/guardian that their 
child has been returned and is to be picked 
up at the school office. Please make sure the 
schools have alternative phone numbers in 
case you cannot be reached at home. 

What if I need to change my 
pick-up or drop-off location? 
You should notify the school immediately if 
you have moved or need to make a 

temporary change in transportation. A 
minimum of 48 hours (2 working days) is 
required in transportation so that the route 
sheets and student information can be 
changed and forwarded to the drivers. It is 
extremely important that this rule be 
followed.  

Keeping a uniform schedule will help to 
eliminate any confusion from the school or 
the transportation department about the 
correct bus stop on any given day.  

A permanent or any alternative 
transportation changes must be submitted 
on our Transportation Change Request Form 
and is subject to approval by the 
Transportation Office. 

Once the form is received, parents will be 
contacted with new bus assignment 
information within two working days. 

For your child’s safety, no changes will be 
accepted from a telephone call.  

The form can be obtained at your child’s 
school, the Transportation Office or on the 
Transportation Forms page at: 

wilmingtoncityschools.com/transportation

How will my child be 
identified? 
All pre-school and kindergarten students 
should wear a tag with name, address, 
phone, and bus number to and from school 
for the first two weeks. Your child should 
know their full name and phone number.  

Are the buses equipped with 
seat belts?  
According to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards, school buses are not required to 
have seatbelts. However, school buses are 
designed with fully padded 
compartmentalized seating areas to offer 
protection to the passengers in much the 
same way as an egg carton does for an egg.  

A school bus is 180 times safer than any 
other form of ground transportation. 
Teaching your child to sit properly (facing 
forward with their back against the back of 
the seat) is the safest way to reduce the risk 
of injury in any motor vehicle. All drivers will 
enforce this rule.   

https://www.wilmingtoncityschools.com/departments/transportation-12/forms-35/



