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WILMINGTON SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN

Welcome and Introductions

Wilmington City Schools

 City of Wilmington

 Burton Planning Services
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduce the project and ask other team members to introduce themselves. 




WILMINGTON SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN

Agenda

Why Safe Routes to School Matters

What is a School Travel Plan (STP)?

Developing the STP

Overview of Key Components of the STP

Next Steps
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Source: Burton Planning Services
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Why Safe Routes to School Matters
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Safe Routes to School Goals and Purpose

Safety
Convenience
Accessibility

Health
Funding
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The vision of ODOT’s statewide pedestrian and bicycle plan – Walk.Bike.Ohio – is that: Walking and biking in Ohio will be a safe, convenient and accessible transportation option for everyone. Safe Routes to School is one of many ways to implement this vision.

Encourages and enable K–12 students to use active means of transportation to and from school

Also, to better address the unique needs of students and the challenges pertaining to school travel, ODOT provides funding and resources through the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program.
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The “Es” of Safe Routes to School

Engineering

Education 

Encouragement
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Enforcement

Evaluation

Equity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A comprehensive approach to advancing active school travel involves both infrastructure and non-infrastructure solutions.

Creating a School Travel Plan is an important way to formally identify challenges to walking and biking to school and plan strategies around the E’s (engineering, education, encouragement, enforcement, evaluation, equity) to address the challenges.
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What are the Es? 

Engineering

Evaluation of streets and identifying improvements for 
walking and biking to school
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Involves the evaluation of  streets and identifying improvements for walking and biking to school.
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What are the Es? 

Education

Improving traffic safety and awareness around active 
transportation, traffic safety, health, and the environment
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teaching students how to navigate busy streets and make the connection between active transportation, traffic safety, health, and the environment.
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What are the Es? 
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Encouragement

Incentivizing and supporting students and families to 
walk or bike

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Encouraging students and families try walking or bicycling instead of driving through incentives and providing support.
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What are the Es? 
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Enforcement

Initiatives such as crossing guard programs or yielding 
education programs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Establishing initiatives such as crossing guard programs or yielding education programs that would influence student and Driver behaviors
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What are the Es? 
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Evaluation

Measure walking and bicycling through parent surveys 
and student hand-raising tallies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Helping schools measure walking and bicycling through parent surveys and student hand-raising tallies to indicate how students get to school and what barriers should be addressed.
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What are the Es? 
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Equity

Developing and implementing the STP through an equity 
lens

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tailoring the STP development process and implementation to meet the specific cultural, linguistic, and contextual needs of the diverse populations within a community including students with disabilities, students of different races, and students in low-income households.
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What is a School Travel Plan?
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What is a School Travel Plan? 
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A School Travel Plan (STP)
Outlines measures and strategies to promote 

safe travel to and from schools

Developed collaboratively

 Primary goal: create a safer, equitable, and 
more sustainable transportation 
environment for children walking and biking 
to school

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Strategies align with the Es discussed in the previous section.

A School Travel Plan (STP)
Is a document that outlines measures and strategies to promote safe and sustainable travel to and from schools. 
Is typically developed collaboratively by schools, local authorities, and other relevant stakeholders. 
Its primary goal is to create a safer, equitable, and more sustainable transportation environment for children walking and biking to school.
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What is a School Travel Plan? 
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Key Components of a School Travel Plan include:

 Community Engagement
 Recommendations

 Safe Routes to School Team
 Existing Conditions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your STP should include information about your school, goals for the plan, an assessment of issues, and recommended strategies to address those issues.

Engagement of a Safe Routes to School Team to help guide the planning process, and then ensure work toward implementing the plan
Existing Conditions information which includes assessment of issues and needs for students walking and biking to the focus schools
Community engagement such as this meeting today
Recommendations that are both for infrastructure projects and non-infrastructure projects. Non-infrastructure recommendations are programs and policies related to safely walking and biking to school.
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How The School Travel Plan is Used
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 To get funding

Infrastructure Projects
• Sidewalks
• Crossing improvements
• Traffic Calming
• Off-street facilities

Non-Infrastructure Projects
• Program Development
• Public Awareness
• Event Planning and Development
• SRTS Program coordination

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The school travel plan is used in a few ways.

The first – and often the motivator – is to apply for funding such as ODOT’s SRTS funding, Transportation Alternatives Program, etc.

Eligible projects under ODOT’s SRTS funds include:
Infrastructure Projects
Sidewalks
Crossing improvements
Traffic Calming
Off-street facilities

Non-Infrastructure Projects
Program Development
Public Awareness
Event Planning and Development
SRTS Program coordination
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How The School Travel Plan is Used
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 Foster collaboration

Determine what actions to take to implement recommended projects

Gather data and show outcomes 

Make links

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bring together people from different entities in the school district and beyond to work towards common goals together
Teachers
Parents 
Students
Determine what actions to take to projects to implement
To gather data and show outcomes through monitoring and evaluation of implemented projects.
To make links: School Travel Plans may link into other projects such as existing projects and projects that support active transportation and safe routes.
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Developing the School Travel Plan
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Schools Included in This School Travel Plan
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Denver Place Elementary
 Roy E. Holmes Elementary
 Rodger O. Borror Middle School
Wilmington High School
Wilmington Christian Academy
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The School Travel Plan Development Process
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Build SRTS 
Team

Collect 
Information

Identify Barriers & Recommend Projects

Public Input

Finalize and 
Adopt

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are the steps the SRTS team has been taking to get to where we are today:

Kickoff – Held to bring your team together and to generate next steps. It’s also a good time to get everyone on the same page in terms of understanding infrastructure, policy and program approaches and review the STP development process.
Identify Existing Conditions - Gather Information on student travel, demographics, and community issues affecting student travel. For example, how many students walk or bicycle to school, understanding parent concerns, and gathering relevant information such as history of pedestrian crashes near the schools in this plan.
Engagement - Gather public input, and Conduct a walk audit and observe arrival/ dismissal, firsthand. 
Recommendations -  Develop countermeasures to address infrastructure and non-infrastructure issues.
Finalize and Adopt - How the team will incorporate public input, consider available funding opportunities, and identify local leaders for implementation. This stage also includes submitting the plan to ODOT.




WILMINGTON SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN

Safe Routes To School Stakeholder Team

 School representatives
 Community representatives
 Local government representatives
 Education representatives
 Public Health representatives
 Public safety representatives
Others
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The SRTS Team must have members representing:
School representatives
Community representatives
Local government representatives
Education representatives
Public Health representatives
Public safety representatives
Others
 



WILMINGTON SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN

Vision for the School Travel Plan

Safe routes that enable and encourage K–12 students to walk and 
bike to and from school.
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Collect Information

 Existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities

 Existing plans, programs, and polices

 Current school travel data
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Existing Facilities Map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This map shows existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities around all of the schools.
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Current School Travel Data & Walk Audits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you can see some examples of the information we have collected on current school travel. 

These images reflect a variety of efforts: walk audits around Denver Place and the Middle and High School, observations of students’ arrival and dismissal at the schools…

On the bottom middle is radius map for one of the schools. The different colored circles indicate distance from the school: ¼ mile for yellow, ½ mile for green, 1 mile for blue, and 2 miles for red. Pedestrian and bicycle crashes – if there are any – area also shown on the map. They are differentiated between fatal and non-fatal. This helps us to understand if and where people are being hit by motor vehicles. 
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Teacher Tallies
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Source: City of Cleveland HeightsSource: Burton Planning Services

 56 total 
classrooms 
reported
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also worked with the schools to have their teachers take tallies of how the students in their classrooms got to school and went home from school. 

56 total classrooms reported back from all 5 schools!

Data will be broken down by day of week and weather conditions, and per school in STP document.
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Caregiver Survey
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Source: City of Cleveland HeightsSource: Burton Planning Services

 204 questionnaires 
submitted
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also worked with the schools to have parents, caregivers, and families of the students share information about how the students get to school and the decisions the caregivers make regarding how the students get to school.

Data breakdown
Distance from school
Mode of transportation
Parent issues/opinions
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Source: City of Cleveland HeightsSource: Burton Planning Services
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Identified Barriers

 Lack of Sidewalks

Distance to Schools

 Unsafe Intersections and Crossings

 Speed and Volume of Traffic

Weather or Climate Conditions
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Issues & Recommended Projects

 Infrastructure

Non-Infrastructure
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next few slides should look familiar because they have the same information you have been seeing on the smart screens around the room tonight… this is why we invited you here tonight: we want to get your opinions on which recommended projects are the most important, and did we miss anything?
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Issues – Denver Place Elementary School

31

Location Issue

Lorish Avenue/Virginia Circle driveway entrance to 
school

Some parents/caregivers parked in striped areas

Lorish Avenue/Virginia Circle intersection Faded crossings and crossings that do not 
include ADA-compliant ramps with detectable 
warnings

Lorish Avenue/Virginia Circle intersection Missing sidewalks on some intersection 
approaches

Virginia Circle No sidewalks

Lorish Avenue High vehicle speeds

Lincoln Street High vehicle speeds
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Issues – Denver Place Elementary School
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Location Issues

Lincoln Street Parking on public right-of-way and/or school 
property

Lincoln Street Sidewalk on west side only

Lincoln Street and school driveway exit No walking route to school entrance from street
Issue(s)

Vehicles passing school buses; Drivers report 7-10 illegal passing incidents per week

Crossing guards not wearing any safety vests or other high visibility clothing

Most students live farther than 1 mile from the school

Cold weather, snow, and ice accumulation in the winter City to determine if there is already a winter 
snow clearance plan in place
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Recommended Projects – Infrastructure
Denver Place Elementary School
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Issues – Roy E. Holmes Elementary School

34

Location Issue

Nelson Avenue and West Truesdell Street 
intersection

Busy intersection with limited visibility from 
some directions

West Truesdell Street in front of Holmes Elementary No sidewalk on north side of Truesdell Street

West Truesdell Street to Bernice Street Sidewalk to nowhere on Truesdell Street that 
stops at Bernice Street to the east

Piedmont Street No sidewalks on Piedmont



WILMINGTON SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN

Issues – Roy E. Holmes Elementary School

35

Issue(s)

Cars will not fully stop and will gradually roll towards the intersection while students are crossing

Some drivers speed in the marked school zone – posted 20 mph

Pedestrians cross at areas with no marked crossing

No crossing guard at the intersection of Nelson Avenue and Truesdell Street

Most students live farther than 1 mile from the school

Cold weather, snow, and ice accumulation in the winter
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Recommended Projects – Infrastructure
Roy E. Holmes Elementary School
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Issues – Rodger O. Borror Middle School & 
Wilmington High School
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Location Issue

Thorne Avenue between West Locust Street and 
Clinton Street

Sidewalk gaps on alternating sides of the street 
force students to walk in the street or grass

West Locust Street and Richardson Place No marked crosswalk for school access road

West Locust Street and Farquhar Avenue Short pedestrian signal duration

West Locust Street (north side) Four-foot sidewalk adjacent to roadway is 
uncomfortable for walking because it does not 
provide sufficient buffer distance from vehicles

Issue(s)

Students walk in the street (Thorn Avenue)

Cold weather, snow, and ice accumulation in the winter



WILMINGTON SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN

Recommended Projects – Infrastructure
Rodger O. Borror Middle School & Wilmington High School
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Issues – Wilmington Christian Academy
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Location Issue

Davids Drive to Lytle Creek Greenway Lack of sidewalk or trail for students to walk to 
athletic facility

Davids Drive at Lytle Creek Greenway: athletic building 
entrance

Lack of pedestrian crossing across Davids Drive 

School entrance to Davids Drive Lack of sidewalk from school entryway door to 
potential future crosswalk at Davids Drive
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Recommended Projects - Infrastructure
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Recommended Projects – Your Opinion

What are the TOP 5 projects that are most important to you?

 Refer to map and opinion handout for project information

 Check if a project is one of the TOP 5 most important to you

41

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note: Handout is a two-sided sheet of paper
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Recommended Infrastructure Projects –
Your Opinion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note: Handout is a two-sided sheet of paper
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Recommended Non-Infrastructure Projects –
Your Opinion
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Next Steps
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Next Steps

 Public comment period – February 1 – 15

Survey: http://tinyurl.com/WilmingtonSTP

 Compile draft School Travel Plan

 Get support from decision-makers

 Submit plan to ODOT for approval

45

Source: Burton Planning Services

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we wrap up our time together today, we want to end by talking about next steps and asking for your input.




http://tinyurl.com/WilmingtonSTP


Source: Burton Planning Services

THANK YOU!

Contact information:
Amelia Mansfield
amansfield@burtonplanning.com

Paul Goodhue
pgoodhue@wilmingtonoh.org

Curt Bone
curt.bone@wilmington.k12.oh.us

Wilmington 
School Travel 
Plan: Public 
Input Meeting

January 31, 2024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Feel free to reach out to Curt, Paul, or me if you have any additional comments or questions.
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